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I won't say much about the last mailing herc, for I've mentioncd some
of my thoughts on it in the mailing comments further on in, But it was
a lousy mailing, wasn't it. I don't mean the material or magazincs that
conposed the maiding - that was good quality stuff - I'm talking about
-4he lack of magazines in the mailing, I reckon it's probably going %o
chalk up as one of the most apathetic bundles welve hed so far, Surely
we can get a greabter percentage of members appearing in mailings than
that, Ah well,

But ecnough moaning, a happier subject from here on in, On holiday
last month my daughter Heather walked off with a prize in a kiddies
fancy dress compotition, The organisers said that there'd ts two
catagories, Onc, the made up costumes of cloth and such, and Two, the
'paper' costume section, this mcant those made up from Crepe paper and
such, Ve hadn't rcally thought much about putting her in for this
but my wife Olive thought it'd bec fun, and a treat for Heather, I scouted
‘around and managed to get a hold of a couple of shects of rcd and yellow
erepe paper, also somc purple tissue paper, I found a small eardboard
box and picked up a piece of baling wire, Fith thesc we constructed a
costune for Heather, Mostly held together with Ccllotape, We yent to
work on it an hour or so beforc the event, We'ld rejccted the’ standard
little girl costumes, Fairies, nurses, etec, and Olive woulgin’t shand for
‘me covering Heather in green powder and sending her as a Bem, so we
compromised, I made a small cardboard circlet for her head and bound
the wire into it to simulate antenna, wrapped all this in yeliow erepe
-with two purplc tissue balls of paper at the end of the dnternn, Hade
up a red crepe skirt with jagged edges and cuffs and anklets fo match in
yellow crepe, then a cloak of red trimmed with 2 yellow standiy collar
this with jagged edges too., Heather loved all this, and stocd as serious
as anything whilst we dressed her, I finished off the¢ costum= by nsiking
her a small spear bound with crepe, and we put some chur¥y jewcllery on
her. I made up her face too, High curving black eyecbrows and green
eye shadow, gnd in the middle of her forechcad made a cast nark of soxts
with lipstick, Iinally, on the back of her cloak, on the yellow crepe
picce I wrote in lipstick 'The Girl From Outer Space'  ihen finished,
the effoet looked somcthing like one of the Spraguc DeCamp type female
- warriors, As I say, she collected onc of the main prizes, and it was
a thrill to see her walk round the ballroom in her costumc, and as
I thought, thc 'space' gimmick was the only one of its kind amongst all
the other kiddies., We took some photographs of her, but next page. there's
a small illo of how she looked, Next year though, I'm going to definately
send her up as a genuinc Atom bem ---that's if Olive will let ne==--
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Looking at the illo of Heather, opposite this
she looks a little older than she really
is, she'll be Two and half in September,
Though she is pretiy big for her age.
Also she's very advanced for her age ==
well I say this proud father fashion,
but I'm inclined to think it's true,
Though on the occasions that I've
taken her up thc the club meetings
of the SF club of London she usually
clams up and acts shy, then, waen we
leave she's full of talk and ¢uestions
all the wsy home, Onc of her “Latest
things is she comes up to you pecrs
 into your face and asks ''hat are you
doing?t lmowr there's nothing
unusual in this, but o week or so ago
she woke Olive up in the middle of
the night, leam.ng, over her cot and
asked her 'vhat arc you doing®!...
Olive said 'I'm sleeping, and satisfied,
Heather went back to slecp. And to cap
that, only last night/evening I was
under the car with a grcase gun and
concentrating on getting the grease
where it should be vhen a very oily
face pushed its woy up my shirt front
and asked,.,."dhat you doing?"

Pretty light talk all of this, but I
haven't got anything serious or .
Fantopical to go on about,

Say thoixgh, can any of you Stateside A

people give me any information with rcgards to a US comedian ecalled
Orson Bean? Ile's started appea: ing on a TV show here, and I'm damned
if T can make u» my mind if he's funny or not -~I meon, Is he funay |
over there® The Dngllsh audicnce herc during the show usually don't

ct his brand or linc of humour and he practlcally dies the death cach
show, Also saw on TV this weck the shindig wherc John Xonncly was voted
in as the choice of thc (Democrat party?) President candidate, Talk
about a three ring circus --balloons, banncrs, end bands, all inside the
hall whcn, the convention delegates where voting, It looked likc one
of thosc Aiméc MePherson type meetings, only nobody cricd out Halelujah,

Onc of the main topics at work herc this weck was the group of pecople

sitting up on top of liount Blanc waiting for the world to end, It was
sheduled to h@pen at 1.45pn this dednesday, and at work, as thc hour
drcw nigh pcoplo banged around on picces of steecl and gave an ironical
- cheer as the dreadcd nonment camc and nassed, I guess that's the famous
British phlegn and stiff upper lip, I haven't hoard vhat happened to
the peoplc on Mount Blanc, I could imaginc the Leader tearing up his
banner ond saying..."Oh well, back to the prognostication cha



I've been getting into trouble with my publishing firn ' Chaucer
Press She sald - #lla Forker = That a couplc of the stencils I cut
for the last issue werc cut too decply and came out too black, I said I'a
noticcd this and had come up with the solution, didn't she notice that the
rest of tho stemeils had been ok? I cxplaincd to her that after I saw that
the typer was cutting too deeply and somctines taking the centres out of.
loetters I oxperimented.around and Tinally found out hov to avoid all this,
I just lcave the ribbon in placc for typing, and eut through thc ribbon,
One thing, it certeinly keeps the keys froc fron vax, and the anount of
waxe that gots stuck on to the ribbon docsn't secm to aifeet it whea I'm
typing out on paper afterwards, She also took me to task for composing
straight on to steneil, but heek, it scems, the only way I can get anything
in print, if I type a rough draft out first I look at i% and deeide that
it isn't good enough and the rosult is nothing over gets done, with the
steneil here.in'front of me in the machine I've ot to kocp going or
Just waste 3%, So I'm sorry if the rcadability, scatenco construction and
all elsc is up the creck, but bebticr that than no AtoZ, I home,

licy hcy, Dob Lichtmen, I don't lmow wother I could comc up vith a
conic strip Tor you, if you sent some Ditto Hasters, but, send them and
if I can't get a good enough theme, I'11 put some ordinaxy typc cartoons
or illos on to theém for you, I'™m not all that gone on comic strips -
atloast net in.fmz, I havea't really scen onc that I'd over call all that
good, but, now youlve got me thinking ond e ck yes, I'11 try,

That is all for this mailing, berring that as I type this in ry
apartmont vhich is three storics up a face is slowly apunearing up over the
window §ill-staring in at nc ==~==-I played it cool and just kept typing
as the body connected with the facc appcared, - Vithout noving I have ¢ -
dcduced it all --the Butside of the block is being painted and this is:onc
of the painters on his painting cradle, Ll just nocked the window,,.
(Byghed this is blow for bloi stuf?) un » he wanted the indow opened as
he's painting the outside Pfreme and wanted to do the edses .+.I'm still
typing awsy and he's maling o hellove job of the painting for I'n sitting
next to the window and he's craning his ncelk Just Yo sce what's going on
I wonder what his reaction would be if I stepoed smartly up to thé idindow
sald 'drop dead brother'and cut his eradle ropes, ila, he's going %o speak,
he looked in and indiecating the typer with a nod of the hecad just: said
" Typing?" Iy ghod, vhat sort of answer can you give to that? I just sald
yes, Now I'm probably soing to hear his whole life SE0YYsenssoones -

#aa#é:s***::c***»::#.*.='=:==:=->.-*=::=::»:=***:::********rs***

AtoZ number 3, Produced for the 25th lailing of the. 0fF Trail Magazine
Publishers Association, By Arthur Thomson; 17 Brockhan ilouse » Brockhan
Drive, London, S,i,2, Publishcd by the 'Chaucer Press! ind comnenied
on by a London County ‘Council painter lookding in the window A(He's still
" there - - - o :

In this issue we have, 04d Notes, A fow words on George,,.and his Fairies,
Out of the Envelopc, which is, and forcver shall be, moiling comments.

The third I1lo Idea (Thanks again, Bill Evans) And a cartoon bacover to
balance up the page count, _ : :
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iell George I sald, &icd you sce any Foiries during your holid.y trip to
valy., e wicre standing in George's forze, Goerge looked well, and he was
wearing his snazzy sportshirt that he'd bought for his holiday, a sort

of purplc. and yecllow affalr with black lines wunning dowm it, George
contenmplated the flancs in the forge beforc answering,

"I didn't actually stop and sce any" he said, "But we passed some stonding

by the road, ‘in Switzerland" "Passed then?" I said, "Yes, we were in the
coach" said George. "You nmcan the whole coach sair them?" I said, v
"0h no, nobody -saw then" Seid Gcorge. "But George.." I started to say., le
Inew I was going to query his statement ., and went on hurricdly.

"I Jmey they were there as I passcd" - He poled the forsze end turmecd a fow
contols on the heat treatment baths, .I could scc he didn't wanbt me to nail
hin down, but I asked him "/hat d%d they look like? I ncan, were they
different from out British ty .c Fairies?" This brought his interest back,
"Oh yes, quitc different, they dressed funay"  "Fuany" I gqucricd

"Yos" said George, "They had little hats with feothers in ther and they ere
wearing leather trousers"  "Little lcather trousers" I said, "Yes" said
George, Wi both conbemplated the forge flancs for o while both thinking of
these different little Fairies that wore hats iith feathers in then and
little leather trouscrs, ' :

"George" I said, "That's the type of dress people wear in Switzerland"
"dell the Fairics were wearing it too" said George, "I sapposc that's
Eogical" I said "Do you think that the Dritish Fairies know about the
J.‘é’.i s s Qe b N a -“)" P l: 1 Oa o "'.("lr . - e [ | I ) ~
"Fa?r-'z:slgr;:r%{z;gi;ﬁdjustIliu}iccﬁsﬁco'r"?gat 'hov.ezﬁ-nﬁhg 2323&“ Om(-l Gcﬁri,e

G acites you nean
Said visions of coach loads of fairics going off to the continent on holiday,
"No, you know" George woved his hands "travel cround Anyrrgy he sald to
sort of climeh the fact in my mind thot he had scen fairics, "They lmew I
knew they were there" "Thoy aid?" I said "los" said George "they waved
%o ne as I passcd by". "And what did you do" I asked hin, "I vaved back
to them" he said, “"WNot actually %oo then " I said "Cos you said that-you
only lmew that they were therc you didn't sctually sce then". "I lmcw
they were thore " saidl George, which neant as far as he was concerned they
were there,

"Did you scc any Fairics in Italy" I asked Goorge. "fo! he said, and
then he sadd "I don't think they have Pairics in Italy" Ilc went on
"I just didn't fecl that Italy was o place that would have Fairics, the
food is awful there toc" he said, "I'™m going %o to back.to Horwoy next
year for ry holiday" he saild (lle'@ been to Horwny scveral tines before)

"There's Fairics in Norwoy" I said, "Oh yes, lets of then" e beancd,

"I supposc they wear diffcrent clothes to British Fairics oo™ T said,
as I left the forge ,. "Yes thoy do" seid George, and as an afterthought,
"The food is geod %there too,"
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Tlloidca this nailing comes fran Bill Zvans, He's conc up with a Iulu -
atleast it is from the angle of getting it down on a stencil, Here's the
iafo! about it, It's fron & story of JilCampbell's callcd ‘NIGIT' the scenc
he wants 1s where thc narrator has landed on Zarth in the fer futurc when
the Universe has run dowm = o o
_ ", ,..,.I rcalised that whotever had happened, I wos in o spot indeserib-
ably cold and desolatc, And in the sanc instant, rcaliscd the sky was ’
black, Blackér than the blackest night, and yet boforc nc the snowfield
stretched out to infinity, tainted by the blood-red light, and ry shadow
crawlced in darker red at oy fGC‘t, " XY

The Sun was about six times its present size, and was blood red, and
. only a few stars renained in the sky - din rcd stars,

4s I sgy, this is o Lulu, nostly beceause of trying to get a complete
'blackness! for the sky, on a steneil and mineo, but I've tricd, Also,
trying to achicve a 'snow' coffect was o bit tricky, The way I visualised
it ald was from a position slightly below the nans woist and about ten or
so fect away, with thc great plain, this would give an cffcet of distance
and lonolimess --tho figurc standing up above the plain, also it would give
ne a chance to achicve a long 'Shadow' effcct for him, " I used a shading
plate for the snow offect, and did the sky over with a wheel pen, then
Corfada in the stars afterwerds., I guess you'd call this an ‘ecffect!
drawing because of the absense.of linc work and all the planes being built
up with shading, this is compiétcly differcnt fron that last illustration
‘which was mostly all line work, '

One thing I'd like to point out to pecple who night not have hal nuch
expericnce with illoing on stoncil -~-don't be frightencd of the stencil --
nake surc your stylus goes decep and cuts a well defined ling, to stop the
"steneil tearing too much always slant thc stylus and press dowm and draw
oy from the linc you're putting on paper., lost illos that you sce in
fug that arc rather faint arc becausc the person doing thon hasn't cut
deep enough,. I'd like to sgy a fow nore words on illocutting in the ncxt
mailing, if there's any points anyone would like te bring up, I'd be pleased

" to hear then, A

Also, I'd like a few more sugestions for the illoidea..send 'en in,
won't you, and don't forget, include a passage fron the story or book so
I can reelly work on it, -ba, Bill's was the only suggestion I had in that
included a paragraph fron the story and detailed it enough for nc to work
on, thanks Bill, and I hope you like the illustration, Neoxt cnc please,

.
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Well, most of you people out there have made my first attempt at
commenting on a whole mailing an easy one for me, Easy because of the lack
of gzines in the last mailing, but disappointing for that too, Well, you
know who to point the finger of blame at, all you people out there who just
didn't bother to attempt to put even a couple of pages into the mailing,
and don't tell me that you had all good excuses for not doing so = I jus
don't believeit, Amww.oc voe

OFF TRAILS, Congrats and weloome to our ncw president, Eric, And as the
very first official Taff winner president too, Yoolloo %o the new editor,

I hope that this chore won't prevent Daphne from putting her zine Esprit
into the coming four mailings, You'll 2ll have noticed that the Editorship
and mailing out has finally moved out of the country - well, Scotland is

a different country, isn't it, I finally filled in all the voting check
points on the ammendments and all, but heek, don't let's have to do it again
for a long time or we'll all get so frightened of fouling a point somewhere
that we won't put any zines into the mailings incase it's ocgainst the rules
or something, ‘

A L'ABANDON, Jim Caughran, I liked everything about this, including the
two blank pages. It's good too, to see Bill Donesho getting his foot into
the door of Ompa, hi bill, Onc qucstion, from page two, what the heck is
a 'Sarobin' MNaybe I should know, but I don't, Yes, there is a sort of
afinity to that bacover page of the first AtoZ and Bill Rotlsers typc of
things, in that I have rcad some of Bills stuff and faunched mightily over
it, I know I could never do them the; way Bill does, but it is fun to sit
at a typer and just have a try, which I'll do again onc day.

AMBLE, Archie Mercer. No real comment to make Archie, but you are always
intcresting to read through and get the Areide slant on things,

GRIST, Ellis Mlls, Here's another zinc that I can only comment as the
above mention of Asble,  You arc always intcrsting reading, but no commerte
able point to take up this tinc round,

PARAFANALIA, Bruce Burn, Looking forward to sceing you in Britain when
you arrive, Brucc, though in actual fact, I should have ncet ycu before you
read this. As all you Uas(whoops) Mustralians walk around upsidc down to
us I look forward to sccing how you adjust to our oy of doing it, probably
your practice walking the right wey up, on the boat coming over,



SATANYS CHILD., Dot Ratigan, Techecd at your first pege, on the pecculiar
habits of thc #dnglish, so true, sc truc, So truc too, sonmc of your points
rc: rcligion, and racial topics,

T AON B@, "Mel “shwerth, And you wern't going to get me to type all
that title out, Anyway, it was all fabulous typc stuff, but I give Vernon
top marks for thc nost chucklc worthy,

& v

ZOUNDS, DBob Lichtman, Mo, Beb, Jtcz isn't really a joint menbership now,
John has dronpccl out, I told the pecoplc in charge last time round, but the
billing hasn't bcen clm..n,_,e(l to just nmy nane yct, I dike 21l these Xittle
anccdotes about your schooling, nerc nlease, Tk olllel,.  Elahl T
could write as entertaining comments as you, I like you,

S.D, Norn Shorrock, Nope, Sorry, don't approve of this being offercd up
as an Orpazinc,

1RG, Tcrry Jccves, Tell now, I thought this'd be the farcwell offering of
Erz, but here you'rc sgyping that the noxt onc will be a bumper issuc, 1
hope so, but I'll bet that marriage will slow dovm your fanac for a vhile

VERT, Ivor Mayme, Ho ho to the Half Baten Heert., It was half baked, but
fun, Why though, :crec your characters shouting at each other 211 the ey
through? (I lmow they werch't, but...)

TIO: RBJSCTED CANON, Dikéni., Oh your cover locked so ruch like a
Hoffwonan zine........There's no nced to worry abeut the Commmist Empire
over running the western werld.....S5o nuch will have to change in the nex
fifty sixty ycars that I doubt you'll be ablc to tell Capitelisn to or
fron Communisn by *hen anyway. There's a great lcvelling cut going on,
on both sides despite sonc cfforts to stop it,

BSPRIT, Daphne Bucknastcr, HNicc looking cover, was rcading rceently how,
vhen the statuc was discovercd by French sailors (It had been hidden under
rubbish for yecars) thcey broke the arms off vhen they werc clunsily taking
it away beforc the Greek authoritics got a hold of it or the sailors for
taking it away ---they werc ofcoursc taking it away to ¥rance, not just
becausc they werc French seilors...I ncan, like y'know, I alwoys that
that it had bcen orid g.a.na.l ly dug up without the arms, but t'wasn't so,

I vAelirtl wilsh,. I wish—~T coula do meiling comnents as well and as recadably
intercsting as you do,

JD = A, Iyan Hicknan, A beautiful publication, as alugys, .
Thc 1110.; 'ch superbly reproduced, “hat arc you going o put in Onmpe

ow that you're nek ing JD & gencralzine?

MAILING COLMIINTS, Dick HEllington, I sce that you cxplained te Sandy cbout
the cockrcach menace in biewr York, I doubt thoubh that Sendy will bc trcubled
7ith then when he gets to New Tork =-=thy, thcy 1 nover dare atbtack an
2nglish Gentelnan, (surc,ly”) 1y goodness, on the fAmerican led Cross being
like it is - grovy ond honour grabbing.

That scems to be the lot for that nailing, good vhat therce was, but not
enough of it,
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